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of the four sides of the shaft. A reeded column
has a series of convex ribs running from base to
socket, while the fluted variety follows the Corinthian,
in that the divisions are concave. The characteristic
features in an Adam design are the swags and festoons,
with or without masks and other classical motifs.
In a Flaxman design one looks for classical figures on
the surfaces, and if the shaft between the socket and
the base is a human figure, or a group of figures, it
will be designated a caryatid candlestick.
The term "oval-octagonal" is self-explanatory, and
signifies a base oval in shape supporting an octagonal
pillar, which will usually taper from the collar just
above the base towards the socket, with such relief
by way of further collars as may have satisfied the
designer or craftsman. The oval canoe base is shaped
so that the extremities of the longer diameter are
higher than the sides of the shorter, and an oval collar
for the socket is similarly cupped to suggest the shape
of a canoe. Besides the main styles the terms applied
to decorations are subject-matter for study. The
acanthus leaf, various forms of beads, shells, threads,
flutes and the inevitable gadroon both straight and
diagonal occur. For the sides of plinths and other
flat surfaces, there are medallions, masks, wreaths,
festoons and sprays. The employment of all these
modifications may detract from the purity of the
original on which the' piece is based, but the variety
obviates any risk of monotony and has made possible
the enormous number of different patterns which
occur in pillar candlesticks in both silver and Old
Sheffield Plate.
The candelabrum is the pillar candlestick provided